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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Hello Folks, 

One of my favorite things about being a Presbyterian is how much the PCUSA values education, critical 
thinking, and contextual knowledge about Christianity. A great example of this is Greek and Hebrew. 
Learning both ancient Greek and Hebrew is required for ordination in the PUCSA. It was a lot of work 
to learn two dead languages, but the pay off was worth it. There are some things/words that really just 
do not translate into the English language. A great example of this is the Hebrew word “hesed.” Richard 
Rohr, a Franciscan priest, in one of his daily meditations, explains the nuances of translating the word 
into English. Below is the meditation. 

“[The Hebrew word] hesed holds before us the great theme of compassion. It is a word so laden with 
meaning that translators struggle to find an English equivalent, often rendering it “loving kindness” or 
“steadfast love.” It is a word most frequently used in reference to God’s unwavering compassion for 
[God’s] people. God’s wonderful hesed love is “from everlasting to everlasting,” declared the Psalmist 
(Psalm 103:17). It is a “steadfast love” that “endures forever” (Psalm 106:1). 

But the great challenge for us is that this covenant love, this durable mercy that is so central to the 
character of God, is to be reflected in us as well. Through Hosea the prophet, God declares, “I desire 
steadfast love [hesed] and not sacrifice, / the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings” (Hosea 
6:6). 

Sprinkled throughout the Hebrew Scriptures are grace-filled laws of compassion, of hesed. The law of 
gleaning . . . is a prime example. Farmers were to leave some of the crop along the borders and the grain 
that fell on the ground during harvest so that the poor could gather it (Leviticus 19:9–10). Likewise the 
vineyards and the olive groves were not to be stripped bare, in order to make provision for the 
needy. . . . The simple fact of need was sufficient reason to provide for them. 

Think of the tender compassion in the old Hebrew laws of giving and taking a pledge. If someone 
borrowed your oxcart and left his coat in pledge, you had to be sure to give the coat back before sunset 
even if he hadn’t finished with the oxcart. Why? 

(continued next page) 
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Because the night air was cold, and he would need his coat for warmth. The rule was doubly binding if 
the person who made the pledge was poor, for in all likelihood he had no other coat with which to keep 
warm (Deuteronomy 24:12). . . . Graciousness, courtesy, compassion—this is hesed.  

Theologian Elizabeth Johnson understands acting with compassion to others in need as participating in 
the flow of God’s compassion: 

If the heart of divine mystery is turned in compassion toward the world, then devotion to this God draws 
persons into the shape of divine communion with all others: “Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful” (Luke 6:36). To deny one’s connection with the suffering needs of others is to detach oneself 
from divine communion. 

The praxis of mercy is propelled by this dynamic. So too is committed work on behalf of peace, human 
rights, economic justice, and the transformation of social structures. . . . Solidarity with those who 
suffer, being there with commitment to their flourishing, is the locus of encounter with the living 
God.” (https://cac.org/compassion-as-steadfast-love-2021-09-27/) 

May we all strive for hesed. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Katheryn 

Report of Session Meeting of September 14, 2021
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, George Bunch, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Ed Sams, 
Richard Robinson, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator  

A quorum being present the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. with prayer.  

Reflection:  Katheryn McGinnis led Session in a discussion of Esther 4: 9-17, “What will we become 
for such a time as this?”   

Clerk’s Report:  Communion was administered on September 5, 2021 with 64 participants. Session 
approved the August 17, 2021 minutes. M/S/P  

Pastor’s Report:  Katheryn reported the memorial service held for Melissa Macy held this past 
Saturday, September 11, at Trinity’s memorial garden. Melissa is Jeanne and David Baker’s 
granddaughter who was a regular attendee when her family lived in the area. Melissa’s ashes are the first 
to be spread in the memorial garden which Jeanne and David had such a large part in creating. A sweet 
pea plant in Melissa’s honor was planted in the garden.  

Katheryn has scheduled pastors for the two Sundays she will be on vacation. They are: Reverend Robby 
Olson from Watsonville on September 26th; and Reverend Beverly Brooke, the Community Minister of 
the Peace United Church of Christ, on October 3rd. 

(continued next page) 
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Katheryn shared her ideas regarding a weekly newsletter to replace the current monthly one. Session 
had a long discussion about it and agreed this was a good idea. This will be discussed further at the 
upcoming Outreach Committee meeting this week. 

Administration: Emily Duffus informed Session that a new quilting group named the All Stars will 
be using the youth room on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. This group makes quilts for 
children. Session reviewed the Budget vs. Actuals financial report for the period January through 
August 2021.  

Mission: Chuck Cobery reported the Mission Committee meeting held on Monday of this week. The 
committee voted to give $750 from their new mission budget to the Presbyterian Church USA Disaster 
Relief Fund due to all of the current disasters begin experienced worldwide. Charlie May will give a 
minute for mission at this Sunday’s worship and request the congregation supplement this gift. The 
committee is currently deliberating what charity or school to give Trinity’s $840 portion of this year’s 
Pentecost Offering.  

Worship and Christian Education: Ellen Bauerle reported the committee continues working on the 
worship services during the pandemic, in which congregation participation may be in person or by 
Zoom. She expressed her appreciation of the Bell family and Chuck Cobery for their efforts in 
managing the technical portion of the services. Session agreed the method employed to serve 
communion in September seemed to work well. A forum is being planned for the fall related to health 
care in America. 

Old Business:   Katheryn shared plans for the worship service for the special needs community, 
scheduled for September 19th, on the Fellowship Hall lawn. The worship theme of this service will be 
“What is Church?” and there will be stations for games and crafts tied to the day’s theme. We hope 
there will be a good Trinity turn out to join participants from the Sweaty Sheep and the Association of 
Faith Communities. Charlie May gave an update on the work being performed on the cottage, 
including a new fence and retaining wall, new stove, and upcoming new washer and dryer. Theresa 
Nelson has landscaped the cottage front yard with new plantings. Chuck Cobery shared his positive 
feedback regarding Reverend Ryan Althaus’ sailing skills.  

New Business: The Association of Faith Communities will be restarting the overnight rotating shelter 
program in November. Trinity has been asked to host and provide food for the shelter on the second 
and third Wednesdays of each month. Session approved this request. M/S/P

George Bunch discussed the annual retreat to be held at Mission Springs, October 22-24. 
George informed Session about the Covid protocols at Mission Springs which are currently in 
alignment with Trinity’s. Information about Mission Springs can be found at the website 
missionsprings.com. 

As there was no further business, the meeting was closed at 6:50 p.m. with prayer.  

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 12, 2021 at 5:30p.m. 
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Book Club 
The book that Bookies will read in October is “Deja Dead” by Katheryn 
Reichs.  November’s book will be “You Made Me Love You" by John 
Edgar Wideman. At our meeting in October we will decide on a “long” 
book to read for January, as we will not be meeting in December when 
many other things may take the place of reading time.  Join us if you 
can!!

October Birthdays
 1  Ellen Bauerle 
1 Sean Dashiell 

 5 Marie Imai 
 7 Mia Duffus 
 8 Jacob May 
10 Glyn Luttrell 
13 Gwen May 
16 Gayle Larson 
22 Emily Macway 
29 George Bunch 
31 Jim Atwood 

October Anniversaries 
 1 Michael & Barbara Christie 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call the church office,  
at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 

The Real War 
The United States has just officially ended its twenty year war in Afghanistan, one of many wars in 
which the United States has engaged over its nearly two hundred fifty year history.  War, however, and 
conflict in general, have been a constant human reality whether on the national or personal level of  
life. 

This should be no surprise to biblically educated Christians. The biblical story, from beginning to end, 
is crowded with stories of human conflict on every level of human life. 

The Real War, however, as Christians need little reminder, is within us. It is the spiritual war in our 
hearts, indeed, in all human hearts.   

This war arises from our first experience of fear as children or even infants.  The eternal love of God 
we are born with gets blocked when we experience fear, and we begin to develop defenses against 
whatever we imagine is “fearful.” It may be a harsh and unloving voice or face, or a dismissive 
attitude, a rejection from peers or “superiors.”  

Somehow, we all learn what “unloving” is and also ways to defend ourselves that are often unloving in 
return. The Love of God, with which we are eternally surrounded, and which calls us to learn loving 
ways to live, is forgotten or pushed out of our awareness. The Real War begins here, in our own heads 
and hearts. 

Consequently we can end this war only with the help of the source of the eternal love from which we 
were born. Nurturing that love is the real task of the church, the community, or commonwealth of God. 

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

Lunch for Habitat Workers Needed
The busy volunteers at Habitat for Humanity are in the final stages of 
preparing the site for another multi-unit building project in Live Oak. And 
the carpenters, plumbers, and electricians will be looking forward to lunches 
prepared by volunteers from the Trinity Family. We provide lunches on the 
first Tuesday of each month. October, November, and December are all still 
available. Contact Lee Duffus at 831-295-3025 to select your date.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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The Librarian’s Corner 
This will be the last full newsletter article. So I thought 
that I might give a past, present and future summary.  
The past: Books with yellowing, cracking or moldy 
pages have been removed. General shelf cleaning has 
been accomplished. Categories have been updated. 
There is now a fulsome Theology section. The seeds 
for that were sown by the Bob and Vera Hope library 
collection. The shelves on Jesus Christ have been 
increased as I pulled various tomes about our Lord and gathered them in one section. In doing this I 
discovered that the theologian Edward Schillebeeckx wrote a very large volume titled “Jesus”. I later 
found an even larger volume with the title “Christ”.  Now both reside in our Jesus section which is one 
of our most developed. The section with the fewest volumes was Bible Commentaries. I have obtained a 
partial set of  Anchor Bible Commentaries and hope to complete it. I chose Anchor because it spans the 
gap between scholar and layman well.  

We have a healthy Interfaith Section with many volumes from the Hebrew, Zen and Buddhist Faiths. 
Ironically we are weak in Ecumenical Movement titles. For Patron convenience the library has a “Quick 
Read” Shelf which includes New York Times Bestsellers, Staff Picks, new arrivals (donations not yet 
categorized) and copies of Trinity Book Club Selections. This shelf also includes games and popular 
notes for shelterless friends.  
Present: The Library has regular hours: 10-Noon every Thursday, during Coffee Hour and by 
appointment. French Roast Coffee is available on Thursdays. The library has internet.  

Future: Each month there has been an art display. We began with Glenn Joy’s prints. We currently have 
Chuck Cobery’s El Salvador photo display.  

Here are the plans for the coming months. With each art display I feature related books.  

October: Art by Santa Cruz Urban Works. Books will be featured that deal with urban ministry issues.  

November: In honor of Veteran’s day we will have photos of folks from Trinity or their family members 
in uniform. Please contact me if you have some available, my cell is 707-372-2958. Books will be 
featured on the Peace Movement and the Just War Theological Debate. 

December:  Creche Scenes. Submit a picture of your Nativity scene with a short description. Books on 
the Theology of Advent and Christmas will be featured.  

Next Year in 2022 I am hoping to have a Hans Kung Themed event and a Feminist Theologian event. 

Since we will no longer have a newsletter I will communicate through church emails, the website, or 
perhaps a “blog” in 2022.  Would not that be cool? 
Warmly, Larry the Librarian  
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Trinity Church Hike
Thursday, October 14 
Join us for a wonderful hike in De Laveaga 
Park to the “Top of the World”.  3 miles, 350 
feet elevation gain.  We will meet in the 
church parking lot at 9:00am.  
Contact Kathy for more information. 
kathywillott@gmail.com   

Santa Cruz al Salvador has been working with the folks in 
several communities in El Salvador for over two decades. This 
group has been providing assistance to students when they 
first start school to when they graduate from the university. 
We have helped with some medical needs and assisted in 
providing clean water and better sanitation. The most recent 
composting latrines have been built by people in the 
communities with supplies ordered by folks in the community. 
Little children help to carry the cinder blocks needed to build 
a latrine to their home. It is wonderful to witness families 
helping families procure the things we take for granted, 
sanitation, clean water, electricity and internet. Please consider 
making a donation to SCaS to help us continue our work in 
that country. Once again this year we are not able to hold an in 
person fundraiser due to Covid restrictions. Letters have been 
delivered about our virtual fundraiser 2.0. Please consider 
making a donation to this worthy cause. See George Bunch or Gwen May if you have any questions. 
We appreciate all of your support. 

Sunday Saint Signups Needed
Please don’t forget to sign up for coffee, greeting, 
and flowers as we return to a more normal church 
experience.  There is a sign up poster for flowers in 
the Narthex.  The deacon in charge of getting people 
to sign up for coffee and greeting will also be posting 
a chart next to the flower chart.  If you aren’t sure 
what is needed for any of these, you can always 
check with any of the deacons.  We have simplified 
the coffee hour quite a bit.  We will only be 
providing coffee and juice, and cleanup will usually 
not be required.  You might consider signing up for 
flowers to celebrate a special anniversary, birthday, 
or event.  The Deacons really appreciate your help!  
The Deacon in charge for October is Joanne Clever 
and Gwen May for November. Call Karen 
Wichelmann with any questions. 831-423-5356

mailto:kathywillott@gmail.com
mailto:kathywillott@gmail.com
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Peace and Global Witness: The Peace & 
Global Witness Offering offers light to those in the 
shadows and guides us all into the ways of peace. We 
come together to promote the peace of Christ by 
addressing systems of injustice in our own communities 
and around the world.  The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering draws Presbyterians together as active 
peacemakers, and provides education and exposure to 
those who show us how to do this work well. It allows us 
to create resources for dealing with conflict and nurturing 
reconciliation, and stand in support of our global sisters 
and brothers, because the peace of Christ belongs to 
people everywhere.  
Your gift will join with others as the Church works for 
peace including an end to gender-based violence and 
discrimination. 

We will collect our offering on October 3, 2021 during 
worship service.  You are welcome to mail in a check or 
donate online on our website.  

All Church Retreat October 22-24th
With an abundance of COVID precautions, following all 
Public Health guidelines, and requiring vaccination for 
all participants and masks for indoor activities, Mission 
Springs will host us for our October retreat. Costs for the 
retreat, with scholarships available as needed, are for 2 
nights including all meals: $226 per adult, $158.20 for 
youth 13-17, and $90.40 for children 4-12.  We need 
more overnight guests to meet our minimum guarantee. 
Daytime only visitors have conference grounds fee of 
$10 for 2 days or $5/day plus individual meals: adults 
$11.00, children $6.00 for breakfast or lunch, and adults 
$14, children $8.00 for dinner.  Online registration forms are available via a sign-up questionnaire from 
the church office and are due October 7th.  For questions or financial assistance please email 
geobunch@gmail.com as soon as possible.

mailto:geobunch@gmail.com
mailto:geobunch@gmail.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  1 2

3
World 
Communion 
Sunday

4 5 6 7
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

8 9
Sweet Pea
9:00 a.m, Y &FS

10
Faith, Ethics and 
Social Concerns 
11:30am

11 12
Session 5:30pm

13 14
Church Hike 
9:00 a.m.
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

15 16

17
Deacons  
11:30 a.m.

18
Book Club
7:00 p.m.

19 20 21
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

22
Church Retreat

23
Church Retreat

24
Church Retreat

25 26 27 28
Bible Study  
1:00 p.m.

29 30
Sweaty Sheep  
5:30 - 8pm  FH

31



!10

Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

Faith, Ethics, and Social Concerns Forum, Sunday, October 10  
Join us for our 7th Faith and Social Issues Forum.  The subject will be Health Care in America and 
Santa Cruz County.  The forum will be held following the worship service in Fellowship Hall. Face 
masks will be required . The Forum leadership will include the Assistant Director of the Santa Cruz 
County Health Care Agency, Dr. Herrera, and Trinity’s own Mayre Vincent, R.N, a hospital case 
manager at Kaiser Health.  Rev. Dr. Darrell Yeaney will moderate the Forum. Health care issues such 
as quality, availability, equity, cost, and support will be addressed.  Q and A will follow the 
presentations. The Forum will also be available on-line via ZOOM.  Watch for the ZOOM address 
coming soon.


