July 30, 2026
Featwed This Week
e Come Worship with us! e August Birthdays
e Pastor Diane’s Conference e Opportunities to Serve
e Our Summer of Wonder e Regularly Occurring Events
e Presbytery Unity Candle

Came weship with us this Sunday at 10:30 am!
Communion Sunday, Uugust 2, 2026
Jhe Rev. Diane Ford

This Sunday is a communion Sunday. Pastor Diane can bring communion to our
homebound church friends and family. Please contact her directly to set a date.

Sewuman teaser: We will look at a story of wonder coming over two people

when they discovered Jesus had been at a table with them all along. They
assumed he had not been with them. They were incorrect. What about us?

Sc‘uptwte Luke 24:13-35; Psalm 34

To schedule a visit with Pastor Diane please email her directly
at TrinitySCPastorDiane@gmail.com, or bring your calendar on Sunday
morning and she will set a time with you.



mailto:TrinitySCPastorDiane@gmail.com

Pastor Diane’s Study Conference. | am excited to be attending a preacher's
conference next week at Ghost Ranch, a Presbyterian conference center in
Santa Fe, New Mexico (my first time there!). | will be with you on August 2, and
then leave immediately after worship to head for the airport. | return the following
Sunday in the evening. Neal Presa will be the guest preacher on August 9
(see more below about Neal). As usual, when | am gone, if an emergency were
to occur and a pastor is needed, please contact our Moderator of Deacons Kim
Johnston or Clerk of Session Ellen Bauerle. They will contact the pastor who is
on call. I will be travelling with Anne McAnelly (St. Andrew Presbyterian, in Aptos).
Please pray for our time of rejuvenation and inspiration at this very special place.

The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa has served as Executive
Presbyter of the Presbytery of San Jose since June
2024. A former Moderator of the General Assembly
(2012), he is a respected pastor, theologian, preacher,
and ecumenical leader who has served congregations,
seminaries, and the global church for more than two
decades. As Executive Presbyter, he provides both
administrative leadership and pastoral support to the
ministers, sessions, and congregations of the Presbytery
of San Jose.

Summer of Wonder at Jinity

= An acronym, written by Mabel Serigstad and
. read during worship, July 26.

We thought of wonderful things.
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Wondering is Wise. There is a wisdom that says we can remain curious rather
than annoyed or judgmental. And when we are impacted by another’s rude
comment or hurtful action, we can be deeply curious rather than retaliate. That'’s
a lot of work sometimes. But it does increase our stamina for human interactions.
It allows our natural empathy to arise. But the main reason to choose curiosity
over distain or resentment might be to discover why Jesus insisted on loving even
the unlovable. And | think it brings glory to God. — Pastor Diane
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Sketchplanations

BACKTO SCHOOL SUNDAY
August 16, 10:30 a.m.

Whether you teach, learn, support, or care for those in school, we give thanks for
your vocation and pray God's blessing for the year ahead!

Blessing of the Backpacks — BRING Yours to Church!

On Sunday, August 16, we invite of all ages to bring their
backpacks to worship, for the “Blessing of the Backpacks.”
This is a time to support our students of all ages, as well as
the whole community of people who make learning
possible. All will receive a backpack tag, which can be
attached to a zipper or handle.

Invite a classmate or even your principal!



A Lighthearted Prayer for the New School Year

Dear God, as another school year begins, we ask your blessing on all who teach,
all who learn, and all who keep our schools running. Bless the teachers with
patience before the first bell rings, wisdom when the lesson plan falls apart, and
enough coffee to make it through faculty meetings.

Bless the copy machines—that they may never jam five minutes before class
begins. Bless the Wi-Fi, that it may stay connected. Bless the printers with toner,
the projectors with working bulbs, and the laptops with batteries that last just a
little longer. Grant good parking places on busy mornings, short lines at the
copier, students who remember their homework, and emails that arrive before
the deadline.

Give principals wisdom, counselors compassion, custodians strength, office staff
endless patience, bus drivers safe roads, cafeteria workers joyful spirits, coaches
encouragement, aides steady hearts, and crossing guards watchful eyes.

Help students be curious, kind, and brave. Help parents remember where they
put the permission slip. And when the day has been especially long, remind
everyone who serves in our schools that what they do matters more than they
may ever know. In gratitude, hope, and just a little holy humor, we pray. Amen.

Cafeteria
Workers /




Meet cure Newest Membens!

Hi everyone! My name is Jackie Watson and I am
blessed to have 4 children and 7 grandchildren who live in
the area. We have lots of fun together playing cards, golf,
bowling and hanging out at the beach with our dogs. My

- grandkids love sleepovers at grandmas house, I spoil
them!
I have a thirst for travel. It started when I was 5 years old.
My dad who worked for Pan American Airlines was
transferred to Pakistan, it was a big change from my life in
Menlo Park. I had snake charmers and camel rides at my
birthday parties! Since then I've been fortunate enough to
visit much more of our world. I especially like interacting
with the locals and learning about their culture. I'm
looking forward to meeting and learning from all of you as
well.
Through love and service I believe that we can make
“positive changes in our community and the world.
Thank you.



Mona Gifford moved to the Dominican Oaks
Retirement Community in January, from her home
in Rancho Palos Verdes where she had lived for

sixty-one years. Her daughter, Valerie and her wife,

Holly live nearby in Santa Cruz. Her son, Robert and _
his wife live in Oregon. This move was planned to (i
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provide the care that becomes necessary at her age
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Mona grew up on a farm in the rural Willamette Valley of Oregon. College years were
spent close by at Pacific University, and then Lewis and Clark College in Portland.
After teaching elementary school in Portland and Anchorage, Alaska, Mona came to
California in 1960 when she met Ron, a native California engineer and avid skier,
living in Santa Monica. When they married, they settled in Rancho Palos Verdes, had
two children, and joined a new church, St. Peters By The Sea. Ron died of cancerin
1970. Mona met another engineer, who was a member of Pacific Palisades
Presbyterian Church. They were married at St. Peters in 1975.

When Mona returned to teaching, she became a traveling music teacher in the Los
Angeles Unified School District. The Orff Schulwerk process became her passion,
and she joined the board of the Los Angeles Orff Schulwerk Association. She was
also active in the music professional fraternity, Mu Phi Epsilon. The local Peninsula
Symphony was also an important association. During the decades of membership
at St. Peters, Mona sang in the choir for 40 years, was a deacon, and served on the
Mission Committee.

Prnestyteny Unity Candle:
This week we pray for We pray for Westhope Presbyterian Church, Saratoga,
and the Rev. Erik Swanson.




July 30 Esther Lauer

August 22 Kathleen Eschen-Pipes
Paul Seever

August 26 Debbie Bates

( ///,, U E)DIED August 2 Ron & Linda Weaver
22 Lee & Emily Duffus

23 George & Elizabeth Bunch

Librarian’s Conner
Our Library is open Thursdays 10 — noon.

Larry the Librarian will post updates to the Library Website
at https://www.trinitylibrary.org/

Oppotunities to Sewe

Quilt Much? Sweet Pea is the place to be! Interested in learning to quilt or looking
to get back into it? Grab a sewing machine and join the Sweet Pea team! They
meet in the Youth Room (enter door on Melrose Ave) from 9:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
every other Saturday. Their finished creations are donated to hospitals and
shelters. Contact janedevette@aol.com for more information.
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AFC Dinners, Every 2nd & 3rd Wednesday. Looking to contribute to your
community through cooking or small donations? Contact Debbie Bates at
debates44@aol.com to see what can be provided. The Association of Faith
Communities (AFC) is a coalition of congregations serving Santa Cruz County.

Urban Works. Urban Works embraces art and recreation to break through faith,
social, and economic barriers, to create community for adults with disabilities and
their support networks. Watch the bulletin board outside the church office for
updates, and see Diane if you are interested in volunteering.

Regularly Occurring Events at Trinity

Sundays at Trinity

% Choir rehearsal: 9-10:15 am through the end of June, then off until after Labor Day.
% Morning Lectionary Discussion: 9:00 am, Fireside Room

% Sunday Worship: 10:30 am in the Sanctuary & streaming live on YouTube and FB.
% Coffee Hour: Immediately following our Sunday service in the Fellowship Hall.

% Trinity Library is open during coffee hour.

% Nooners Class: 12:00 pm in the Fireside Room and on Zoom.

% Board of Deacons: 3rd Sundays (none in July), 12:00 pm, Youth Room

Mondays at Trinity
% Book Club: (Every 3rd Monday) 10:00 am-11:00 am, Fireside Room
% Monday Night Lectionary Study: (weekly) at 4:30 in the Fireside Room

Tuesdays at Trinity

% Administration Committee: (1st Tuesday, in “odd’ months), 4:30 pm, Fireside Room
% Worship and Christian Education (WCE): 1%t Tuesdays at 10:30 am, Fireside room.
% Session: 2" Tuesdays, at 4:30 pm in the Fireside Room

Wednesdays at Trinity

% Association of Faith Communities (AFC) Board Mtg.: 11:00 am-1:00 pm, Fireside.
% Faith Community Shelter: 4pm - Overnight, Fellowship Hall.

% Shower the People: 3:00 pm-6:00 pm, Parking Lot.

% Urban Works Board Mtg.: 1st Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:00 pm, Fireside Room.

Thursdays at Trinity
 Library Corner: 10:00 am -12:00 pm, socialize in the library.

% Trinity Happy Hour: Every Third Thursday from 4-6. Place to be determined.
Saturdays at Trinity

% Sweet Pea Quilting: Every other Saturday from 9:30 am — 3:45 pm, Youth Room.
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