
December 5, 2021. Rev. Katheryn McGinnis 
Let us pray, 
God, who speaks a good news language — we admit, listening has never been our 
greatest gift. We are easily distracted, our minds run a million miles a minute. We doubt 
your faith in us, and take the easy way out when it comes to hope.  So today we bow our 
heads and ask for help.  Settle our hearts.  Quiet our minds.  Steady our breathing.  Help 
us to rest in you.  Help us to listen for your good news. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 
Our scripture for this morning comes from the Gospel of Luke, chapter 1, verses 57 
through 80. Listen now for the word of the Lord.  
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her.  59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him Zechariah after his father.  60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called 
John.” 61 They said to her,  “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.  63 He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were 
amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to 
speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered 
them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was 
with him.  67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his 
people and redeemed them.  69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his 
servant David,  70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy 
covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,  to grant us 74 that we, 
being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  76 And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High;  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.  78 By the tender 
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,  79 to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 
he appeared publicly to Israel. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



The gospel of Luke begins by intertwining two stories about birth - and at the center of 
these two stories are two very unlikely people.  
At the center of one is Mary, a young teenage virgin, and at the center of the other is 
Zechariah an old wealthy priest. 
The stories of Mary and Zechariah - they are strikingly similar.  Both of their stories are 
about unexpected and miraculous pregnancies that disrupt their lives.  
Both are visited by the angel Gabriel who tells them about the pregnancy. Both question 
Gabriel and are afraid.  
Both sing hymns of praise - Mary sings what we know as the magnificat and Zechariah 
sings the Benedictus - which is our scripture for today.  
At the birth of his son, Zechariah sings praises to God and foretells his son John’s future 
as the one who prepares the way for the lord. - the child of Mary. 
But in all the ways they are similar - they are opposite as well. They seem to be the 
reverse of each other.  
Zechariah is a Man - and as a priest he was part of a privileged ruling class and wealthy.  
Mary is woman - more accurately stated, a young girl from a more modest/poor family.  
Zechariah has been married for many years and Mary has just gotten engaged. 
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth tried for many years to have a child - Mary gets 
pregnant before she is even married.  
And while both Zechariah and Mary both have doubts and question the Angel Gabriel 
when they hear news of the pregnancy, Zechariah is punished for this and cannot speak 
until John is born, and Mary is not. 
Similar yet different in every way. And it’s from these two people: similar yet so different 
comes John the Baptist and Christ - two so connected in God’s plan to redeem the world.  
Central to the Gospel of Luke is this theme of reversals. The reversal of fortunes, the 
reverse of status quo - the powerful and mighty will be brought down with the lowly and 
oppressed - those on the outside - raised high, finding favor with God. 
So, it’s fitting that Luke begins the Gospel with two birth stories reversed: so that the 
savior of all is born of the unmarried teenage virgin, and the one who paves his way but 
is subservient to him is born of the privileged Man.  
In these reversals of fortune, of the status quo - Mary is the low exalted, Zechariah is the 
high reversed. 
These reversals lay the foundation that prepares the way for Christ.  



Zechariah - one whose fortune status quo is reversed and in his Benedictus when he tells 
John - his newborn child - that he will go on to be called the prophet of the Most High - 
he lays the foundation for John to prepare the way for Christ.  
Reversals of the status quo - of fortune - reversals are the foundation of our faith.  
Both as individuals and a community. reversals are the foundation of Christ.The kingdom 
of God is built upon a foundation of a world reversed - where mighty empires steeped in 
power and greed are brought down, and orphans and widows and all whom we cast aside 
are lifted up.  
And this can be scary - for maybe in these reversals we do not know which way we land - 
if we are the low, the vulnerable who are then lifted - or the high, the privileged, the 
comfortable the content whose fortunes are reversed - or maybe we do. And that is why 
we are afraid. 
For what will it look like for those of us who are high to be brought low.  
But do not be afraid - afraid to ask just what will it look like? It will look like Zachariah. 
Old Zechariah who had gotten everything you could want out of life except a child. Who 
lived a life of privilege as a religious leader and then in such irony - when he actually 
encounters an angel of the lord he does not believe him - he does not have the faith his 
life has been dedicated to thus his power is stripped away and he cannot speak for 9 
months .  
The powerful man now dependent upon Elizabeth - a woman - to just get through the day. 
His power stripped away.  
When have each of us - in the moment God calls to play our part - to be the image of God 
in this world - have we suddenly lost our faith, the faith we’ve dedicated our lives to?  
Thus become paralyzed with fear - unable to speak the truth we know? 
Then imagine Zechariah holding his newborn son. The child he dreamed of for so long.  
Finally in his arms. And even though he was afraid, he had doubts. He was punished - his 
voice taken away, his power stripped.   
When he gets his voice back he immediately sings a praise starting with Blessed be the 
Lord God.  
And in that hymn of praise Zechariah himself remains in the background, though he is the 
one singing it: instead what takes center stage are the promises of the Lord and the future 
of his child - maybe a future he had once dreamed of for himself - now he joyously 
proclaims this future for his child.  
In humility and joy, Zechariah de-centers himself to make space for God’s plan - God’s 
foundation.  



It’s when Zechariah’s fortunes are reversed that he receives his biggest blessing. 
So we need not be afraid on which side of the reversal we fall - if when God calls us we 
have fear and doubts and cannot speak for no matter if we are the ones lifted high or 
brought down - both bring life - both sing hymns of praise for these reversals that lay the 
foundation to prepare the way for Christ.  
On this second Sunday of Advent - we traditionally focus on peace.  
In our scripture for today, Zechariah’s Beneditcus teaches us peace. He teaches us - as 
individuals, as communities, as nations, to be at peace with which side of the reversal we 
are on - and welcome it with open arms.  
For at the other side for both in God’s Kingdom is joy and praise. Because of that, in 
faith, we have the peace to let go of that fear to make space for the foundation of 
blessings to come. To humbly decenter ourselves to make space for God’s promises shine 
through, as a community,  
This church is our foundation.  
Today, as we invest it’s life and its future - we lay it’s foundation together. We too do so 
with the peace, knowing that whatever reversal is to come, whatever side we as a 
community find ourselves on - this foundation that we lay here today that is this church 
will play it’s part in God’s plan and help prepare the way for Christ.  
For God’s kingdom come which is both near and still to come. It’s strange to think it all 
began with Zechariah and Mary - the two most unlikely people - opposite in every way - 
it’s they who laid the foundation for the faith of us all.  
Perhaps in this time in our nation where we’re so divided - so different - maybe we can 
finally see how we’re really so similar. Maybe just the reverse of each other - and maybe 
this gives us courage and hope for reconciliation. For through Zachariah and Mary we see 
that God intends to disrupt our lives, reverse our fortune, to pave way for God’s blessing.  
If we both receive this - those who we deem so different - so far away, and us, maybe this 
gives us the humility to see our connection with those we push to the side so easily, and 
in this humility - we make space for reconciliation. Make space to finally sing with Joy 
for a world redeemed.  
The high and mighty stripped of power and the lowly raised to birth a King.  These 
reversals are our foundation. Christ’s foundation. For the reversal of the high to the low 
will prepare the way, but the reversal of the low to the high will bring salvation. And to 
know wherever you land - wherever we land - on the other side we all in joy sing God’s 
praise.  
I hope that gives you peace.  
Amen. 


