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Steeple Talk
Trinity Presbyterian Church  ◆  Santa Cruz

Psalm 8 (Robert Alter Translation) 
LORD, our Master, how majestic Your name in all the earth!  Whose splendor was told over the 
heavens.  From the mouth of babes and sucklings.  You founded strength on account of Your foes 
to put an end to enemy and avenger.  When I see Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and 
the stars You fixed firm,  “What is man that You should note him, and the human creature, that You pay 
him heed, and You make him little less than the gods, with glory and grandeur You crown him? 
You make him rule over the work of Your hands. All things You set under his feet. Sheep and oxen all 
together, and also the beasts of the field, birds of the heavens and fish of the sea, what moves in the 
paths of the seas.” LORD, our Master how majestic Your name in all the earth! 

Greetings Folks, 

As June approaches each year and the summer months begin, I’m always brought back to wonderful 
memories of summers spent outdoors in the North Carolina mountains. Going on hikes, rock-hopping 
in the creek, finding favorite hidden swimming holes - summer meant time spent in nature.  

Nature has always centered me spiritually. Seeing God’s beautiful creation and knowing I, somehow, 
am part of that creation is a mystery. Psalm 8 captures that mystery. How is it the Lord of all the earth, 
who made glorious mountains and rushing waters and sunsets that stop you in your tracks - how is it 
that You made us too? Us mere humans? And entrust us with the work of your hands? 

It’s a mystery - but one that grounds me spiritually in gratitude and awe. This June, as summer 
approaches and the world starts to open again, take time to ponder the mystery of creation. That we are 
part of it, that we play a role in God’s glorious world. I hope that, after over a year of twists and turns 
and struggle, this can center us all to continue to move forward, knowing we are beloved.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Katheryn
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Report of Session Meeting of May 11, 2021
Elders Present:  Debbie Bates, Ellen Bauerle, George Bunch, Chuck Cobery, Emily Duffus, Richard 
Robinson, Ed Sams, Charlie May, Clerk of Session, and Katheryn McGinnis, Moderator. 
A quorum was present and the Moderator opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. with prayer.  

Time of Reflection: Katheryn McGinnis led Session in a discussion of Acts 1:1-11, “How does the 
ascension of the Lord speak to us today?”  

Clerk’s Report:  The minutes from the Session meeting of April 13, 2021 were approved. M/ S/P 

Pastor’s Report:  Katheryn told Session about her recent camping vacation and also about her recent 
study leave in an arts and worship conference. Katheryn has completed the CORE study with 
Presbytery on anti-racism. Katheryn continues to meet as a member of the Association of Faith 
Communities (AFC) board, and gave an update on Tanya’s RV parked in the church lot in connection 
with the AFC Safe Spaces parking program. The RV should be moved out no later than May 25th.  

Personnel:  Debbie Bates reported that Lucy has the church facility clean and ready for the church 
services to start again.  

Administration:  Emily Duffus reported on the potential second PPE loan. Although the required 
documents were submitted before the deadline, the government has currently run out of funding. The 
loose gutter on the NE corner of the Fireside Room has been fixed by Reed Duffus. After the 
relocation of the fire sensor in the sanctuary the pew that was moved needs to be re-secured to the 
floor. Emily and Charlie will work on it. Chuck Cobery reported on security issues, he recommends 
we make sure all windows and doors are secured as there are many attempts to get inside. It was 
agreed we should rope off the parking lot again. Session reviewed and accepted the monthly financial 
report. M/S/P  
Outreach: George Bunch reported the next Fourth Tuesday luncheon on May 25 will feature local 
historian Ross Gibson, who will discuss why/how “Santa Cruz didn’t become Los Angeles.” The next 
church hike will be on Tuesday, May 18th to Garland Ranch Regional Park, meeting in the parking lot 
at 8:30 a.m.  
Worship and Christian Education:  Ellen Bauerle reported that the committee has been planning the 
church’s reopening after the pandemic. The first indoor service will be on May 16th. The committee 
continues to discuss potential future Faith, Ethics and Social Forums, and is looking for input/advice 
on topics.  

Reopening: The committee has set a May 16, 2021 restart date for 10:30 AM worship, with an indoor 
service at 50% occupancy, and with no singing or congregational recitation. The choir will not be 
singing until the May 23rd worship service. Congregants will be required to preregister, wear masks, 
and sit in predesignated socially distanced locations. Ushers will seat and dismiss attendees in good 
socially distanced order. Session reviewed and discussed a letter from a congregant expressing 
concerns about privacy issues during live recording of worship.  

Mission:  The Mission Committee has a meeting scheduled for Friday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. by 
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Session discussed how these concerns can be honored while still recording the service. In her weekly 
email tomorrow, Katheryn will be sending a description to communicate to the church how the service 
will be managed.  
Old Business: Session was provided an update by Katheryn and Charlie May about current Urban Works 
efforts. Ryan Althaus is offering weekly Wednesday afternoon sailing excursions to anyone interested, on 
the Sweaty Sheep wheelchair accessible 38 foot catamaran. The church had a well attended work day this 
week in the back yard of the cottage to clean out old fencing, vines, weeds, and junk. Theresa Nelson 
continues to provide weekly online art and journaling classes. Evan Bondonno has been accepted by the 
Safe Spaces program to be our next parking lot guest. Evan is currently delivering new donated 
skateboards to children in Iraq.  
Ellen Bauerle reported on the progress in replacing the sanctuary carpeting. Session approved a capital 
campaign to fund new sanctuary carpet and its installation. M/S/P  
New Business: Session had a long discussion on the issue of skateboarders using the sidewalks on the 
church campus, typically after school hours. There has been no damage to the church noted, although this 
possibility seems to be a concern to the neighbors. It was agreed to revisit the subject after investigating 
the related signage and insurance issues.  
As there was no further business, the meeting was closed with prayer. The next Session meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 5:30p.m. by Zoom.  

continued from previous page

All Church Hike 
Friday, June 25 
Wilder Ranch backcountry 
more details to follow
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Book Club
Exciting news!  For our meeting in June we are going to plan to 
meet in person at Joanne Clever’s home - just like in the olden 
days!!!  Same time - 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 pm.  There 
are stairs to climb, but there are also railings to hold, so hope this 
will work for everyone!  It’ll just be so nice to be together again! 

We did some planning for future reading……..Hope you’ll be 
able to join us. 

June 21st. “Destiny of the Republic” by Candice Millard……..an 
account of James Garfield’s rise from poverty to the American 
presidency, and the dramatic history of his assassination and 
legacy. 

July 19th.  “The Fire Next Time” by James Baldwin…….Since it 
was first published, this famous study of the Black Problem in 
America has become a classic. Powerful, haunting and prophetic, 
it sounds a clarion warning to the world. 

August 16th. “The Lemon Tree” by Sandy Tolan…...The tale of a simple act of faith between two 
young people - one Israeli, one Palestinian - that symbolizes the hope for peace in the Middle East. 

September 27th..  “Deja Dead” by Kathy Reichs…..When a recent skeleton among ancient bones 
raises questions—and danger—forensic anthropologist Temperance Brennan is the only one who can 
solve the case in this “triumphant second appearance” (Publishers Weekly) from #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Kathy Reichs. 

Hope you will join us as we enjoy books and each other!

June Birthdays
1 Chad Bell 
 Susie Barnes  
17 Mary Ann Hobbs 
 Truett Bobo 
18 Cliff Brothers 
20 Jake Eschen-Pipes 
24 Bethany Eschen-Pipes 
28 Fred Tomlinson 
29 Rosie Bell 
 Ed Sams  

Lenore Spalaris 

          June Anniversaries 
           3 David Gomez & Jane deVette 

If you don’t see your special date listed, please call 
the church office, at 831-423-8995 and let us know! 
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The Librarian’s Corner 
Here are some ways to maximize the enjoyment of your 
library experience.  

1. Begin with the “quick read” shelf.  Against the wall 
nearest the Magnolia Courtyard is a shelf that 
contains NY Times and International Best Sellers, 
and many books from our past book club reading 
lists. On the top is a “New Arrivals” Section. This 
includes recent donations that have not yet been shelved. So for quick and relevant reads it is good 
to check that shelf out first. 

2. This library has internet. It is the guest network of the church and it has good reception. So the 
library is an excellent place to do research. The network is TrinityGuest and the password is 
Welcome420. 

3. I will be keeping regular library hours from 10am to Noon on Thursdays. Also, I will stay after 
church if anyone would like to use the library at that time. Just let me know immediately following 
the worship service. I will also open by appointment, text or call me at 707-372-2958 

4. The Library has a tremendous collection of theology, spirituality, social justice and other classic 
Christian Literature. For instance there are ten titles by noted Catholic Theologian Hans Kung. This 
is probably the most extensive theological collection in any library in Santa Cruz.  

5. However, there is a dearth of Bible Commentaries. So I am working on getting a full set of the 
Anchor Bible Series. It is written by excellent scholars, updated regularly and is accessible to 
scholar and lay person alike.  

6. Now, the envelope please! Last month I laid out four “library mysteries”. Thanks to Lee Duffus and 
Jana, our office manager, we have the answer to one of the four, “ Who is Darrell Darling?” Answer: 
Darling is a Methodist Minister, who throughout his life was very active in Democratic politics. One 
of his children was killed in a terrorist attack and Hillary Clinton came to the funeral. After retiring 
as a pastor, he and his wife Karen ran the Darling House B&B on West Cliff Drive which was sold 
in 2017. It was a bit of a retreat house with incredibly eclectic decor and random furniture styles in 
every room. It is now a private residence. I will reveal the next three mysteries over the next three 
issues.  

Warmly, Larry the Librarian

Visit us on Facebook at:
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Trinity-Presbyterian-Church/135556766517
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Non Prophet Corner
Rev. Darrell W. Yeaney 
"A Prayer for Today”   
In a world of continuing  dis-information, confusion, pain  and suffering, and a widespread willingness 
of people to follow authoritarian guides and false prophets leading the uninformed and unsuspecting 
into foolishness, division and disaster, the following prayer is offered as a daily meditation to recover 
our intellectual sanity and inner peace of  soul.   

Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and hope that we can never comprehend. Thank 
you for leading us from following leaders of falsehood and into a time where more of reality  
and truth is being unveiled for us all to see.  We pray that you will take away our natural 
temptation for cynicism, denial, fear and despair.  Help us have the courage to awaken to 
greater truth, greater humility, and greater care for one another. May we place our hope in 
what matters and what lasts, trusting in your eternal presence and love.  Listen to our hearts’ 
longings for the healing of our suffering world.  Please add your own intentions . . . Knowing, 
good God, that you are hearing our hearts better than our words, we offer these prayers in all 
the holy names of God. Amen. 
  
Congratulations to our Graduates! 
We have a stellar group of graduates this year!  Please join us 
in congratulating our graduates, their parents, and their 
grandparents.  It takes a village!  
Katie Elizabeth Lamb, granddaughter of Darrell and Sue 
Yeaney: graduating from Western Washington University with 
an Energy Policy & Management BA. 
Kaitlin Clever, granddaughter of Joanne Clever:  graduating 
from Cal Poly with a BA in Software Engineering and will be 
employed as a Continuous Integrations Engineer at Apple.  
Eric Michaud, grandson of Joanne Clever:  graduating from 
UC Berkeley with a BA in Mathematics and will continue on 
in a PhD program in Physics at M.I.T. 
Charlie Kerns, eldest child of Nicki Kerns: graduated from 
Pacific University in Forrest Grove, OR. 
Joey Kerns, son of Nicki Kerns: graduated from high school 
at Santa Cruz COE Highlands campus.  
Carina Elizabeth Bunch, granddaughter George and Elizabeth Bunch: graduating from Harbor High 
School and will attend University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington.  
David Daley, son of Jana Daley:  graduating from Cal Poly with a Masters in Engineering.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2 3
Bible Study
1pm 
Fireside Room 

4 5

6 7
Glenn’s Book 
Club
7:00 p.m. Zoom

8
Session
5:30  via Zoom 

9 10
Bible Study
1pm 
Fireside Room 

11 12
Sweet Pea
9:00 a.m, Y &FS

13 14 15
Newsletter 
Deadline 

16 17
WCE 10:30

Bible Study
1pm 
Fireside Room 

18 19

20 21
Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Joanne’s house

22 23 24
Bible Study
1pm 
Fireside Room 

25
Church Hike
9:00am

26
Sweet Pea
9:00 a.m, Y &FS

27
Faith Ethics & 
Social Concerns 
11:30am - 1pm
In person & 
Zoom

28 29 30
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
420 Melrose Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95062

Phone: 831-423-8995
Email: trinitysc@sbcglobal.net

Web: www.trinitypressc.org
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email, or if you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
please send us an email or give us a call. Thank you!

FREE GIFT FOR WINE 
LOVERS  
Carolyn and Cliff Brothers are 
clearing out their wine cellar.  They 
are donating 70 bottles of 100% 
Zinfandel made and bottled by Cliff  
during 1977 - 1979.  Come to the 
church office May 30th after the 
worship service, or during church 
office hours T/W/TH 10am-2pm for 
your bottle(s). 


