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Let us pray, come to us this day. O God, with the light of your Word. Speak to us through 
Scripture of your truth, and dwell in us with your love.  

May we know you more fully, and follow you more nearly.  Amen 

Our scripture reading for this morning comes from the gospel of Mark, chapter 4, verses 
35 through 41. Listen now for the word of the Lord. 

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them,  “Let us go across to the other 
side.”  36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he 
was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the 
boat, so that the boat was already being swamped.  38 But he was in the stern, asleep on 
the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Usually, when I write my sermons, I like to begin a short story, or image, or a news story 
that is revenant and relates to the scripture and to you all. I do it because I think it’s a 
good way to invite you into the sermon and the scripture, from the very beginning, in a 
way that you can easily relate to.  

Sometimes that image or story comes very quickly to me, and other times it’s a bit more 
difficult to find it and it takes me a while.  

So when I was writing this sermon, and thinking about Jesus sleeping on a boat at sea in 
the middle of this chaotic storm raging around them with waves splashing into the boat 
threatening to drown them, and then thinking about an image or story that was relevant 
and you all could relate to - I had this unique experience where too many things popped 
into my mind - and i couldn’t seem to choose just one.  

From literal storms - hurricane Katrina, hurricane Harvey - to literal waves - the deadly 
tsunami in Japan in 2011, to other storms of natural disaster: earthquakes, fires, the fires 
that hit our own community last fall - we’re quite familiar with storms.  

Then there’s the all encompassing storm of a disease that is the coronavirus and the winds 
and waves that have disrupted and brought destruction into our lives this past year.  



From sickness to death to grief to isolation and loneliness - in the thick of it there seemed 
no hope in the storm breaking.  

I could probably keep going on for a while with all the storms that have rocked our lives 
and our worlds - both those literal and metaphorical, but i don’t think I need to in order 
for us all to know this truth - to know that the chaos of storms abides in our lives.  

Which is why it strikes me with this scripture, that when the disciples wake Jesus up to 
silence the storm - he asks them: why are you afraid? Why are you afraid? 

Should they not be afraid? Fear is a universal emotion. We’ve all experienced fear - 
probably many times.  People in all places and all times throughout history have been 
afraid.  

And for the disciples on that boat that fateful day - the fear seems justified.  

When Jesus tells the disciples when they go to boat, let us go to the other side, he means 
the other side of the sea of Galilee. The other side of the sea of Galilee is Gersega - which 
is gentile territory. Jesus going to Gersega, Jesus venturing into a foreign land is fearful.  

It shows Jesus intent to extend the gospel beyond the Jews - It’s new territory for 
everyone. It’s unknown. And that can strike fear.  

So the disciples already might have been a little nervous getting into this boat. And now 
we know a few of Jesus’ disciples were fisherman. So I imagine that there was a feeling 
of safety knowing fisherman were with them, but when this storm came and even the 
fisherman were afraid - it must have been terrifying for all.  

I’d say their fear was justified, was normal, just as the times we’ve all been afraid.  

Perhaps even now you can think of a time in your life when you’ve felt like one of those 
disciples on that boat in some way or another.  

But when we think about this story it’s easy to think that Jesus is admonishing the 
disciples for their fear, but when we go to the scripture itself  that doesn’t seem to be the 
case. 

When the disciples wake Jesus up in fear, the first thing Jesus does is rebuke the wind 
and say to sea: Peace, be still.  

Then he asks why are you afraid.  He confronts their fear first: by bringing peace. He 
calms their fears. He doesn’t say there’s nothing to be afraid of. In calming the storm he 
knows is fearful to them, he knows the reality of fear.  

He doesn’t want to deny the reality that there are things in the world that provoke fear. He 
just wants them to have faith. To choose faith.  Faith brings peace in the storm. Faith 
brings peace in the chaos of our lives.  



It’s because of Jesus’ faith: his unwavering faith in God, that he is able to bring peace to 
the storm.  

His command of the elements: of the wind and sea, is a rebuke of the elements.  

By doing this, we see Jesus proclaiming an absolute faith in God the creator’s command 
of creation. And it’s in this absolute faith that lies both his complete obedience to God 
and the source of his godlike authority. 

And so he asks them, why don’t you have faith? Why Don’t you have faith in God’s 
control, God’s command of creation? 

Do We? When Jesus calms the storm, he doesn’t destroy it, he overcomes  it.  

The sea is still there, the air is still there: another storm could happen. He just brings 
peace. 

This theme of Jesus’: to overcome, not defeat: you find it other gospels.  

Most notably in the prologue of John: the light shines in the darkness and the darkness 
did not overcome it.  Jesus didn’t defeat the darkness, he just overcame it.  

Darkness is part of our world but Jesus brings light to shine in it, to shine through it.  

Chaos is part of our world, but Jesus brings peace. Faith brings peace.  

When I lived in the Philippines, just like when you move to any other country or foreign 
place, there were cultural differences I had to get used to.  And perhaps one of the biggest 
ones was down time or alone time.  

Filipino cultural is very extroverted, very communal and a love of being together: giving 
someone space to just be alone, to just be, I found was not really a thing.  

When I would try to explain that concept to my filipino friends and co-workers, it never 
seemed to translate. And it was hard for me because I’m an introvert.  

While I love people and community and building relationships, if I spend a day being 
social - no matter how much I enjoyed it - I’m tired by the end of the day and I need that 
time to recharge.  

And in the Philippines, I wasn’t getting that. And after a while it was beginning to really 
weigh on me and stress built until I finally accepted the reality that I was not going to get 
that time to recharge, I had to find another way.  

So I just learned to recharge there within the craziness, with everyone around, in the thick 
of it.  

I learned to find peace within the chaos.  



Our faith brings peace to chaos.  But it means chaos is there. The sea, no matter how still, 
always can bring waves. The air, no matter how still, can always turn to wind. Storms 
will come again.  

Perhaps Jesus didn’t want to woken up on that boat, he didn’t want to quiet the storms, 
because he wants us to find peace within the chaos.  

To find so much peace and tranquility that we too find ourselves sleeping during the 
storms. Sleeping soundly in faith.  

It’s a somber reality that we must live with the storms, the chaos of our lives, but just as 
there were the other boats in the sea that day - we do not have to face them alone.  

We never have to face things alone. It’s a deep truth that only faith in the God who raised 
Jesus from the grave can teach us - that even though there are real and fearsome things in 
this life, there are storms of chaos, they need not paralyze us; they need not have 
dominion over us; they need not own us, because we are not alone in that boat.  

God’s word is spoken still amid the chaos of our lives and world to bring peace. To clam 
our deepest fears.  

From all the storms you’ve faced - the literal ones, the metaphorical ones, any one, Christ 
is with you in the storm. Have faith. Faith will bring peace right there, in the midst of it 
all.  

Thanks be to God. Amen.


