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Let us pray, 
Illuminating God, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Highlight 
the message you intend for us today through your Word read and proclaimed and set 
us on your path of righteousness. Amen. 
Our scripture for this morning comes from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians,  in chapter 
2, verses 11 through 22. Listen now for the word of the Lord. 
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at 
that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between 
us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making 
peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, 
thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed peace 
to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him both 
of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household 
of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
The word of the Lord. 
If you google, “How many denominations of Christianity are there?” You’ll 
discover that there are many different ways to say, ‘a lot’ and ‘it’s complicated.’ 
There are so many different denominations, that no site could seem to give me a 
specific numeric answer. Now, this is not news - we all know there are a lot of 
christian denominations. There are the main ones we’re most familiar with.   
Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox - but even from just those three categories come 
countless subcategories of countless denominations.  



And the reason why there are so many denominations of one religion is both simple 
and complicated: division. Since the beginning of the church centuries ago, we’ve 
always found something to be divided about. From liturgy, to worship, to 
sacraments, to who gets to be ordained, to who we can marry - time and time again 
when we disagree, we divide and form a new denomination so we can end the 
hostility. We divide so we can all peacefully worship Christ the way we want to.  
Through our countless denominations - Christianity and christian churches seek 
peace through division, through separation.  
Peace through division and separation - it’s not exclusive to the Christian church-  
it’s a concept that permeates into all aspects of our lives, culture, and world.  
We see peace through division in our homes - how many of us when we were 
growing up had to be separated from our sibling at one time or another to keep the 
peace in the house.  
We see it in our our political system - our two party system seeks to keep hostility at 
bay by dividing us so we don’t have to face (at least directly and consistently) those 
whom with we disagree about certain issues. I think it’s safe to say this division has 
not been felt as palpable as it is now in quite some time.  
And we see it even our country and all nations across the world today - we all value 
defined borders and border security (sometimes in the form of literal walls) as a 
means for keeping peace between nations. Countries divided attempt to keep the 
hostility at bay. 
And in many ways - it’s a concept that is so prevalent in both our individual lives to 
our society, because it works. Separation and division does cause less hostility and 
quells fighting.  
But is that really peace? 
Well, our scripture for this morning says “no”. For Christ is peace. 
“For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.”  
Paul wrote these words to the church in Ephesus - now this church was not really a 
church like we know today, a beautiful sanctuary that we worship in. No, these 
early church communities like the Ephesians, they would have all just met in 
someone’s home. Likely whoever in the group had the largest home. and they 
would break bread together.  
And these communities - especially the Ephesians - were radical communities.  



Unlike any other community in their time - because they had both Jews and Gentile 
- in the same house, breaking bread together.  
We hear about Jews and Gentiles so much in the Bible, that I think we are bit de-
sensitized to just how different these two groups were. Just how much hostility, and 
hate, were between these two groups. Both jews and gentiles regarded each other as 
uncivilized people who rejected the Gods (the jews chastised the gentiles for 
rejecting their God and the Gentiles chastised the jews for rejecting the state 
religion)  
If a normal, everyday ephesian, would have just stumbled upon this community and 
seen Jews and Gentiles breaking bread together - I’m sure they would barely 
believe their eyes, because it was so radical. But here they were actually breaking 
bread together. 
And how did they do this? How did the overcome the hostility between the two?  
Christ. Because in Christ there is peace - and in Christ there is neither Jew or 
Gentile, this side or that side, there is no division - there is a new humanity in the 
place of two that Christ has made possible.  
Now this was no small feat - to bring down the walls and end the hostility and hate 
that separated Jews and Gentiles - the cost was the blood of Christ - the cost was 
crucifixion. But through crucifixion brought reconciliation, and thus a new peace on 
earth. 
And just as Christ was their peace, so too is Christ our peace. and our path to Christ, 
to peace, is reconciliation.  
On the cross God sent Christ so that we might be reconciled back to God. God 
longed to have a relationship with us. But to have this relationship with God - just 
as God reconciled us to God, so to we must reconcile to each other.  
We cannot do that through separation. Through division.  
Because peace through separation may separate our hostility - it also separates us 
from God.  
And what is sin if not being separated from God? Reconciliation is crucial to our 
reunion with God.  
Siblings who bicker reconciled to each other.  Protestants and catholics reconciled 
to each other.  Democrats and republicans reconciled to each other,  reconciled to 
see Christ in the other.  



Reconciled to a new humanity with Christ as its foundation. a humanity where one 
side does not win nor the other loose, but a humanity where we are unified in our 
diversity. 
Though as a church we might have lost our way through hostility and division - the 
bones of reconciliation are still within us.  
We see them in our liturgy. At the beginning of each service, we did it today - we 
share the peace of Christ with each other. 
This is really no simple greeting.  
As Edwin Searcy describes it, “the peace of Christ is a shocking new reality in 
which former enemies who would not touch or eat with one another now reach out 
to one another in recognition of their common humanity.”  
It’s more than just greeting your friends - It is a celebration that Christ has torn 
down the walls that divided us - that divided Jews and Gentiles - demolished the 
divisions that separated us from each other and thus separated us from God. A 
celebration and a reminder that all the walls that divide in our world too can come 
down. 
At my seminary, we had this small farm, and of course we called it the farminary, 
and you could take classes at the farm. Classes at the farm were designed so you 
would have let in essentially the barn, and then you would go and work for a few 
hours in the farm, and then you would all share a meal together. and at one of these 
meals, as we’re all gathered at the table - my professor told us that the kingdom of 
God was sitting at Christ’s table - and on one side is your best friend - and the other 
your worst enemy. and you break bread together.  

For the Ephesians - this was not some far off hope - this was their reality. It can be 
our reality too.  
The last verse of our scripture… that the peace of Christ, a peace that breaks down 
walls through reconciliation - it builds a new temple - a dwelling place for God. 
Perhaps the Ephesians give us courage to realize that the church is not a building or 
a sanctuary built so that people will come in. It’s not a demonization made from 
division - but instead it’s a house. A house where God chooses to live. A house 
where friends and enemies break bread together.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.


