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Holy God, humble us and open us to your life-giving Word. As we hear your Word 
read and proclaimed today, may our hearts and minds be open to the Spirit’s moving 
and Jesus’ teaching. Amen. 
Our scripture for this morning comes from Jeremiah, chapter 1, verses 4 through 10. 
Listen now for the word of the Lord.  
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet 
to the nations.” 6 Then I said,  “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, 
for I am only a boy.”  7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for 
you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command 
you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 10  See, today I appoint you over nations 
and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 
build and to plant.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
One of the most popular, critically acclaimed television series of recent is called Ted 
Lasso. It’s a comedy about an American College football coach who moves to 
England to coach a premier league english football team - or soccer as we know it. 
The premise of the show is based off a 2013 NBC commercial advertising that the 
premier league was now being shown on the network - and as a way to appeal to 
Americans they show this ridiculous scenario of an American football coach 
making a fool out of himself coaching professional soccer in England.  
It was such a hilarious and beloved commercial that years later they developed it 
into this TV show that has been a huge success and again beloved still.  
It works because it’s so ludicrous - in no world would a professional soccer team 
hire an American football coach.  
It goes without saying - they are two separate sports and both require knowledge of 
how the game works in order to coach it. And yet when we watch this show and 
become mesmerized with it, we momentarily accept that reality. That this man, Ted 
Lasso, could really be hired to coach professional soccer despite having no 
qualifications. 
Our scripture for this morning is a beloved passage, the call of Jeremiah.  



There are many call stories in the Old Testament - Moses, Gideon, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah - and they’re all pretty similar.  
They all share an encounter with God, a commission to do the Lord’s will or speak 
the Lord’s word, and a ritual act or sign symbolizing the designated role.  
In all but Ezekiel, the one who is called objects, but then is reassured. Of all these 
call stories, Jeremiah’s is the most simple.  
It doesn’t have grand miracles like Moses’ burning bush, it doesn’t have the heroic 
tone of Isaiah - it’s just an ordinary guy who shares this moment with God-  this 
simple, intimate conversation between him and God. God tells him he is going to be 
a profit - Jeremiah says he’s not qualified. He’s too young.  He doesn’t know what 
to say.   
God says do not be afraid, I’ll tell you what to say, what to do,  because I’ve known 
you before you were even born. Even then I had called you, and here’s what you’ll 
do.  
And thus Jeremiah goes on to be a prophet to speak God’s words to God’s people 
during the most tumultuous time in their history - the destruction of Jerusalem and 
temple and their exile.  
When we hear these call stories, they seem far away. They seem like the people 
God calls are these grand prophets with larger than life stories that change the 
course of history.  But that’s just not true. 
What is true that God does call those prophets, but God also calls each and every 
one of us.  God calls every Christian to live the radical gospel of Christ through 
faithful obedience in the world.  
Now, God might not call us to speak God’s word to a people in exile, but the call to 
live the radical gospel of Christ looks like so many different things. To be called is 
the invitation to witness to the gospel by investing with radical grace whatever 
worldly roles God opens to us.  
As John Calvin assures us: “No task will be so sordid and base, provided you obey 
your calling in it, that it will not shine and be reckoned very precious is God’s 
sight.” 
Though, just like Jeremiah, we too are afraid of what this means. Of how to do it. If 
we’re qualified to do what God calls us to.  Of how to even know when God calls 
you.  
Because a call from God is scary: history changing or not. 



And Jeremiah had every right to be afraid.  If he couldn’t speak well he certainly 
didn’t seem like the right choice to speak God’s words. 
But we learn something important, something crucial from Jeremiah. That being 
called by God has nothing to do with us, and everything to do with God.  
Jeremiah can’t speak well: God will put words into his mouth. Jeremiah is afraid: 
God is with him, and will always be with him, and will protect him.  
God didn’t call Jeremiah because he had the qualifications and skills that make a 
good prophet. God called Jeremiah because God knows him better than Jeremiah 
will ever know himself, and God will prepare Jeremiah to live out his vocation.  
Jeremiah’s call story isn’t about Jeremiah. It’s about the word of God spoken 
through Jeremiah. And how those words spoken through Jeremiah will rule over 
nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to 
overthrow, to build and to plant. 
It’s fitting that we hear God’s calling of Jeremiah on this Sunday where we have 
installed our next class elders and deacons. For both are important calls that sustain 
the life of this church and further its ministry to bear witness to the Gospel of 
Christ.  
But the idea of being an elder, or a deacon, if you haven’t been one before can be 
scary or intimidating. You don’t have a degree that qualifies you for it, and when 
you’re asked you likely haven’t been preparing for it or even know the ends.   
Yet Jeremiah teaches us that what we deem as experience or qualification for a 
specific call like elder or deacon is irrelevant in the eyes of God. For it’s not about 
what we bring to the table. It’s about what work God will do through us.   
For God knows us better than we could ever know ourselves.  
When I think about Jeremiah’s call, strangely enough, I do think of Ted Lasso. For 
when Ted was called to be this premier league soccer coach he wasn’t qualified at 
all.  
But as you watch the show and see how Ted’s journey unfolds, you realize that 
while the circumstances that brought him there - to coach premier soccer - are 
ridiculous - it’s not really about coaching soccer.  
It’s about how Ted, through the way he lives his life and treats others, preaches a 
gospel of kindness, and bears witness to the power that kindness, grace, and 
forgiveness can have to change people’s lives.  



It was never about Ted himself, or his qualifications, or soccer. It’s about the power 
of kindness in an age that is anything but kind.  
To be called by God comes in many different shapes and forms. Big and small, 
history altering or small everyday acts that often go unnoticed, but all bear witness 
to the radical Gospel of Christ.  
So when God calls you - when you have that deep intuition that scares you but 
won’t go away, even when you say you can’t do it because you’re not prepared, you 
don’t know how, humbly take comfort in the realization that it’s not about what you 
can or cannot do. It’s all about the power of God to work through you.  
There is freedom in knowing that accepting a call, despite fear, is having the 
audacious belief that God knows you. And the call isn’t a vague one, but an intimate 
one.  
This call might lead you to speak God’s word to a nation on the brink of destruction 
and exile, it might lead you to a role you are vastly unqualified for, but instead bear 
witness to the power of kindness.  
You never know what you’re called for because it’s not about you. It’s always about 
God. And we give thanks for the ways God works through us. 

And for that, Thanks be to God. Amen.


